Michigan Reading Journal
Volume 18

Issue 4

Article 3

July 1985

A Time for Reflection
Karen S. Urbschat

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/mrj

Recommended Citation
Urbschat, Karen S. (1985) "A Time for Reflection," Michigan Reading Journal: Vol. 18 : Iss. 4 , Article 3.
Available at: https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/mrj/vol18/iss4/3

From The Teachers & Writers Guide to Classic American Literature, edited by Christopher Edgar and Gary Lenhart,
2001, New York, NY: Teachers & Writers Collaborative. Copyright 2001 by Teachers & Writers Collaborative.
Reprinted with permission.
This work is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks@GVSU. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Michigan Reading Journal by an authorized editor of ScholarWorks@GVSU. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@gvsu.edu.

A TIME FOR REFLECTION
Dr. Karen S. Urbschat

December saw continued interprofessional
and intraprofessional cooperation with the jointly
sponsored Vision and Learning Conference. The
Michigan Association for the Education of Young
Children along with the Michigan Optometric
Association featured Dr. Donald Getman and
presented small group sessions for a one-day
symposium at the Kellogg Center. Further
interprofessional cooperation was exhibited in
January with a conference on the Newspaper in
Education cosponsored by MRA and the Michigan
Press Association. Work continues on the literacy
statement developed jointly by the Michigan
Association of Speech Communication, Michigan
Council of Teachers of English, and the Michigan
Reading Association.
Our conference year was capped with 3,957
conferees Sailing Away with MRA. The annual
conference featured something for everyone. From
exhibits to small group sessions; from featured
speakers to social events and receptions; from
keynoters to a chance to win a windsurfer, the
Conference was a success in every way.
In addition to providing many and varied
learning opportunities to MRA members and
friends, the Board of Directors and Committee
Chairpersons have been working hard to complete
their many charges. In 1984-85, the Early
Childhood Resource Book was completed, a
position paper on the use of computers was revised
and approved for distribution, and a set of
guidelines for computer software selection was
developed and is now ready for distribution.
Our March is Reading Month celebration was
launched on the Capitol steps and included not
only Governor James Blanchard's proclamation
denoting March as Reading Month, but also
featured a balloon release by elementary school
students. Sparky Anderson assisted MRA in
promoting March is Reading Month with his radio
and TV sports and a resource booklet with

As the 1984-85 Michigan Reading Association
Board of Directors gathers for its final meeting, I
would like to take this opportunity to reflect on the
significant events of the past year. It has been an
exciting, challenging, and rewarding year as MRA
continued its leadership in reading.
"Reading: A Summer's Dream" reminded us
that summer was drawing to a close. Mackinac
Island's scenic beauty, the setting for the 1984
literature conference, provided us with a few more
lazy, hazy days while enabling us to enjoy Alfred
Slate, Stephen Dunning, and many other
outstanding presenters.
With the beginning of the school year local
council activities were in full swing. Outstanding
programs were planned by each of our 40 local
councils. I was pleased to have been a part of many
of them both as a presenter and a guest. My
congratulations to all of you for a job well done.
November brought the annual Administrators'
Conference at Mercy College in Detroit. Keynoting
"The Reading Curriculum of the BO's" were Ors.
Peter Winograd and Scott Paris. Conferees had an
opportunity to explore in more detail MRA's new
philosophy of reading and to be made aware of a
curriculum review process relating specifically to
reading.
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classroom activities was made available to the
membership for use during this month.
The Young Authors Committee took a new
direction during 1984-85. Stipends were awarded
to Local Councils wishing to begin or enhance a
local Young Authors program. Iosco, Metropolitan
Detroit, Northwestern Michigan, Homer J. Carter,
Jack Pine, Marquette-Alger, and Thumb Area
Reading Councils were the recipients of stipends.
Our two major publications, the Newsletter
and Journal, have kept us well informed about the
activities of the Michigan Reading Association and
up-to-date on current research, trends, and issues.
During 1984-85 outstanding educators were
recognized for their contributions to the field of
reading. Dr. Harry Hahn of Oakland University
was the recipient of the statewide Literacy Award,
Mr. Gary Myers was named Outstanding
Elementary Reading Teacher of the Year, Mr.
James Sarvello was named Outstanding
Secondary Reading Teacher of the Year, and Mrs.
Betty Hagberg was named Outstanding
Administrator of the Year. In addition, five Local
Councils (Blue Water, Oakland County, Livingston,
Nila Banton Smith, Saginaw Area) achieved
recognition for state Honor Council status and four
Local Councils (Homer J. Carter, Livingston
County, Saginaw, and Wayne County) achieved
recognition from the International Reading
Association for earning Honor Council status at the
national level. Congratulations to all of these
councils for their hard work and especially Wayne
County Reading Council for achieving Honor
Council status for the third year. Furthermore, MRA
was presented with the IRA Service Award for
distinguished service in organizing and
implementing programs and activities which serve
and support councils. MRA was also placed on the
Membership Honor Roll and received the
President's Award for Membership.

In case you haven't realized it by now, the
Michigan Reading Association has been a very
dynamic, vital, and productive organization
during 1984-85. I thank the Board of Directors for
their support, their patience, and most of all for
their productivity during this year as they
volunteered long hours to meet the challenge of
commitment and change. I also thank each and
every one of you for your support and contributions
to our growing tradition of excellence.
Remembering that an organization is only as good
as its membership, I encourage your continued
involvement. I am proud to have been your
president and to have represented you at the local,
state, and national level. Thank you for allowing
me to do so.
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